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From The Aegis, Thursday, 
April 7, 1960:

This week 50 years ago, 
state prison officials revealed 
seven locations in Harford 
County being considered for a 
future medium security prison. 
The proposed facility would 
accommodate 1,000 inmates and employ 
200 to 300 persons.

Officials seemed most interested in 
two sites, each located in either the First 
or the Fifth District. All Harford County 
sites in the running were within 10 to 15 
miles of Bel Air.

The General Assembly was expected 
to ask for $10 million in capital funds to 
construct the facility during its upcoming 
1961 session in Annapolis.

On this date in 1960, the Bel Air 
Town Commissioners made significant 
decisions at their next to last meeting 
before the May 2 elections.

They agreed to make Broadway east of 
Hickory Avenue a one-way street heading 
east and Webster Street one-way heading 
east after construction on Webster Street 
reached completion.

Mr. J. Glasgow Archer was appointed 
to another five-year term with the Bel 
Air Planning Commission.

Fifty years ago, the purchase of six 
acres on Moore’s Mill Road near Route 1 
was announced by Mr. Pershing Volkart, 
President of the Board of Trustees of the 
Harford Day School. The site was once 
the summer home of renown Baltimore 
surgeon, Dr. John T. Finney.

Volkart announced the school’s intent 
to turn the property into playing fields 
for the Harford Day School.

In other news this week 50 years ago, 
a fire destroyed a two-level shed on the 
Earl Carroll farm near Chapel Road. 
Level and Susquehanna Hose companies 
responded to the call.

The fire caused $4,000 in damage. A 
baler, an elevator, 700 bushels of oats, two 

wagons and two tractors were 
among the shed’s contents.

A $789,463 contract was 
awarded to Henry C. Eastburn 
and Son, of Newark, Del., for 
the grading and drainage of a 
relocated stretch of Route 23.

The work, which included 
paving, was to be conducted 

on a length of roadway connecting 
Route 23 to Maryland Route 165 near 
Jarrettsville.

This week 50 years ago, The Aegis
announced that work to dismantle the 
Ma & Pa Railroad bridge across Route 
24 and Deer Creek at Rocks State Park 
had begun.

The structure was acquired at no cost 
in 1959 by the Harford County Highways 
Department.

It was subsequently sold to the 
Hellman Paving Company for $600 in 
March 1960.

T w o - h u n d r e d - a n d - e i g h t y - n i n e 
students at Bel Air High School 
were named to the Honor Roll and 
Distinguished Scholarship lists this week 
in 1960.

The Bel Air Bobcats’ baseball team 
won their first three games of the season 
in 1960. They secured a victory over 
Westminster with a score of 8-3. The 
following afternoon, they beat Annapolis 
7-4.

In their third game against visiting 
Towson Catholic, they swept their 
opponent with a whopping 23-0 score.

Meanwhile, Bel Air’s track team 
tallied eight first-place finishes in their 
opening meet this week 50 years ago, 
leaving North Carroll in the dust.

In 1960, Bel Air Drive-In Theater 
presented showings of “China Doll,” “The 
Invisible Invaders,” The Big Circus,” “The 
Bat,” starring Vincent Price, “The Angry 
Hills,” and “Web of Evidence.”

Playing at Bel Air Theater were “Guns 
of the Timberland,” “The Last Voyage,” 
“Cash McCall,” and “Angry Red Planet.”

50
YEARS AGO

Harford on short list
for a new state prison

There’s just somethin’ about the weather
The National Weather Service 
forecast for today (Wednes-
day) calls for partly sunny skies 
and a high near 61. Tonight 
will be partly cloudy, with a 
low around 44.  Thursday will 
be mostly sunny, with a high 
near 73. Thursday night will 
be mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 52. Friday will be partly 
sunny, with a high near 67. Fri-
day night will be mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 44. Saturday 
will be mostly cloudy, with a 30 
percent chance of precipitation 
and a high near 65. Saturday 
night will be mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 45. Sunday 
will be partly sunny, with a high 
near 67.

The  forecast: 
The record high on April 14 

was 87 degrees in 1977.

The record low on April 14 
was 24 degrees in 1950.

The average high for April 14 
is 64 degrees.

       Highs  Lows  Precip.

April 7  94 65 0.00
April 8         84 58 0.65
April 9  61 48 0.10
April 10       67 44 0.00
April 11    81 46 0.00
April 12  70 57 0.00
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A hawk glides through cloudless skies over Bel Air Saturday afternoon.


