The Arc Achieve with us.

Northern Chesapeake Region
Serving Harford, Cecil & Kent Counties

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Elaine Orbino
December 12, 2011 410-879-6785
eorbino@arcncr.org

ACTION ALERT

Contact Governor O’Malley about Funding
the Developmental Disabilities Administration FY 2013 Budget

Now is the time to contact Governor O’Malley about the FY 2013 State Budget for the year ahead.

Please take the time to urge the Governor to include the following funding in DDA’s FY 2013
budget:

Restore ALL funds to DDA that were recently returned to the General Fund.

Add more funds to DDA for:

- People on the Waiting List

- People in emergency

- Rate increases due to inflation (as directed in SB 633 / HB 1034)

- ALL transitioning youth leaving school

There are over 6500 people on DDA’s Waiting List for community services and supports. While
$15 million in new revenue from the alcohol tax was committed to DDA in FY2012, thousands of
people will remain on the Waiting List in need of services.

The community service system is woefully underfunded. While money was going unspent at DDA,
community services were cut 2%, resource coordination 15% and Low Intensity Support Services
were cut by $1 million.



DDA failed to spend $34.4 million: $25.6 million was returned to the state’s general fund (and lost
to DDA) and another $8.8 million will be used for one-time only services and other costs in the
current fiscal year (FY2012) but will not be annualized in the FY 2013 budget. If the funds aren’t
annualized, meaning they will be available each year in the future, they can’t be used to take
people off the waiting list or address the inadequate rates paid for services.

How to contact the Governor:
Phone (leave a message with staff): ~ 410.974.3901 or 1-800-811-8336
Email: http://www.governor.maryland.gov/mail/

Mail: The Honorable Martin O'Malley Governor; 100 State Circle; Annapolis, MD 21401-1925

The Arc offers a wide variety of services to individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities in
Harford, Cecil, and Kent counties, both children and adults, to make informed choices with their lifestyles,
vocations, education and recreational pursuits, and to assure stable and nurturing lives among their families
and friends.



