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Tim Quinn, ARC Executive Director, Loses Battle With 
Cancer
Written by Dagger News Service · Filed Under Local Ink  on January 12, 2010

The following interoffice memorandum was distributed Tuesday by the 
directors of the ARC Northern Chesapeake Region, Inc. to all its staff:

It is with great sadness that we must share with you the passing of Tim 
Quinn. Tim passed this evening surrounded by his loving family. 

This is a tremendous loss for so many. Many of us have a rich and 
shared history with Tim. He invited us to share in his vision of what life 
can be and at this time it is comforting to remember the shared 
experiences. Tim led The Arc for 20 years as Executive Director and to 
say he will be missed doesn’t adequately capture his spirit, contributions, 
visionary leadership, or articulate how he touched the lives of so many 
people. Tim was a trailblazer who loved life, people, and creating change 
that made a real difference in people’s lives. Tim was respected 
nationwide for his efforts on behalf of individuals with disabilities and 
their families. Tim was an equally strong advocate for the many men and 
woman who work every day in support of folks who have disabilities 
and their families.

Tim began his battle with cancer several years ago. In true Tim form, 
through it all he remained hopeful and focused his energy on what he 
could control. What a wonderful living testimony of a life well lived? 
What amazing things can be accomplished if we all follow his example? 
What a wonderful legacy to leave to those privileged to know or work 
with him. 

It is difficult to image The Arc without Tim. Although he may not be physically present with us, Tim will 
always be with us. It is clear that in many ways, Tim has prepared us for this moment. Integrity, respect, 
community building, responsiveness, team, inclusion and self determination are not just the core values of 
The Arc, but principles by which Tim lived his life. Tim was a remarkable person who will be deeply 
missed. 

It was an honor to know Tim and we will all mourn his loss in our own way. In time, the healing will began 
and the sorrow will be replaced by the memories that mark a life well lived. During this time, we must 
remember to be gentle with ourselves and those around us. We will need to support each other in this very 
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sad time. Understanding that it will not be easy and recognizing that Tim would want us to continue our 
work at The Arc, we begin this journey with a single step. 
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Comments

6 Responses to “Tim Quinn, ARC Executive Director, Loses Battle With Cancer” 

 Delegate B. Dan Riley says: 
January 13, 2010 at 2:10 pm

We have lost a Harford County Hero. Tim championed for the rights of the mentally challenged and their 
families. He was an excellent and reliable source to provide aid and assistance to many of my constituents. I must 
use one example of Tim’s work. 
I had a constituent who wanted to get a home equity loan to replace their heating system. They were denied the 
loan because they lacked enough equity. The seller of the home misrepresented the value of the property taking 
advantage of the buyers mental capabilities. The constituent asked what could I do to help them? I called Tim and 
gave him the information. A day later, a Friday, the constituent called me to say the heating system finally failed. 
That day it was in the 20’s and windy. The constituent was crying because she was taking care of her disabled 
husband and 3 children. I called Tim back looking for guidance. I asked Tim he would help me and find 
temporary housing for the family. Tim said he would get right back to me. Tim called me the next day,Saturday 
and said all is well. I said so you got the family temporary housing? Tim replied no, we got the family a new 
heating system. Time after time Tim responded positively to my many request. I am going to miss him as are his 
clients and their families. A true Harford County Hero!

Reply 

 vietnam vet says: 
January 13, 2010 at 2:44 pm

I’am certainly sorry to hear the bad news. wishing his family the best.

Reply 

 thankful says: 
January 13, 2010 at 4:45 pm

Tim was a true visionary. He was instrumental in getting the workshop in Hickory closed and then 
mainstreaming the disabled into the communities and getting them jobs. The families, including mine, were not 
comfortable with that……. they were safe in the workshop. But my brother blossomed after getting his first real 
job and he grew so much as a person. He became an even happier person…… grateful everyday to meet and 
greet a new friend. I am amazed by all the people’s lives he touched. Tim’s visions have spread and will continue 
to grow but no one should ever forget the confidence and courage he gave to each and every person he helped. I 
agree, Tim is a true hero in every sense of the word. May we only live up to his dreams.

Reply 

 Cindy Burns says: 
January 13, 2010 at 11:55 pm
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Hearts are heavy at this time. As a parent I am grateful for his vision and journey that made this world a more 
hopeful place for people with disabilies and their families. We have been blessed by a man who wouldn’t accept 
less. Rest in peace, Tim.

Reply 

 Wayne Norman says: 
January 14, 2010 at 10:07 am

I was very saddened to learn of Tim’s passing. In his quiet, soft spoken way he was able to champion for our 
friends, neighbors and family who because of disability, could not always fend for themselves. He will certainlly 
be missed.

Reply 

 Cindy says: 
January 15, 2010 at 11:55 am

Yesterday I was one of many who participated in the celebration of life for Tim Quinn, Executive Director of The 
Arc of Northern Chesapeake. As he shared his last hours with his family he asked them, “What will you take 
from this?”. Tim was a humanitarian, a visionary and, even at the end of his life on earth, a philosopher. With all 
that has happened this week, what will we learn? “what will you take from this?”

Reply 
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Sounding Off
Surprise: Bars, nightclubs, tap rooms, package stores are all a big no-no for...
Anne B: There are poistions(Instr Fac,Teacher Mentor,etc)-that could be...
Sandy: Cdev, so they are actually taking the freedom away from the teachers...
Phil: Sandy — It’s not a good idea to lump all teachers together...
Sandy: Cdev, in a perfect world that would work, but we’ve truly had...
Larry: Anne B. You see what is going on from the inside. I don’t. What...
vietnam vet: It’s not uncommon for and off duty officer to moonlight a...
Cdev: BTW it is hardly subjective for instance an objective will be; Students...
Cdev: Curriculum is that a set of objectives which is broken into goals. The...
Sandy: Cdev, So the curriculum is really just a set of goals to cover, and...
Surprise: Why is an officer working off-duty at an establishment that sells...
Anne B: Sandy;like you? I don’t know you.Disagree heavily with what you...
justamom: We used to live in suburban St. Louis. Starting Teacher salary...
Harford county Mom: I think it’s ridiculous to focus on Rachel’s...
Cdev: We did have one and it went bust!
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County Exec David Craig will talk about the current (FY10) county budget at a press conference at 9:30am 
Tuesday in Bel Air 1 day ago

•

Bane, Meckley, Reilly among candidates at Harford Mall this weekend. 3 days ago•
At Saturday Board of Ed meeting Pat McGrady urged Board to read Dagger for ideas from teachers on how to 
cut budget 3 days ago

•

More than the original 2% salary cut possible for Harford County Teachers? http://bit.ly/5UV9ys 6 days ago•
Proposed Budget Would Cut Harford County Public Schools Salaries by Two Percent in 2011 
http://bit.ly/55AAh9 2 weeks ago

•

More updates...•
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Avon Walk
In It To End It. Register to Walk 
Today. 
AvonFoundation.org

Arc Flash Resource Center
EasyPower - Arc Flash Solutions 
for NFPA 70e & IEEE 1584 
Compliance 
www.easypower.com

Northwest Hospital
One of Baltimore's Top Hospitals. 
Features Northwest Breast 
Center. 
www.LifeBridgeHealth.org
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